
          Hilltop Community Farm
W I N T E R  N E W S L E T T E R

Know your farmer, know your 
food...This phrase has become part of 
the national agriculture agenda. Yet how 
many people can honestly say they know 
how there food is grown and where? Rob 
and I feel it’s important for eaters to 
choose their food-growers not only on 
the basis of what they offer and in what 
quantity, but also with regard to how they 
view what they’re doing. This will be my 
third year farming with Hilltop 
Community Farm. I’ve shifted not only 
from employee to self-employed business 
owner, but also discovered how it is I 
want to live in this world. That is--to bring 
balance and beauty to our Earth’s systems 
- transforming the current story of food 
scarcity and insecurity to one of 
sustainable abundance.  And what’s 
encouraging is that other farmers are 
doing this too! I wanted to take a 
moment to highlight a sampling of ways 
that as your farmers we are transforming 
the landscape - bringing more balance and 
beauty to our palettes and our plates. 
Transformation by design and 
education: In 2009, Rob and I began 
the transition to a different vision.  Using 
a combination of agriculture and forestry 
practices we set out to transform an acre 
of abandoned pasture to a mixed fruit 
orchard. A key innovation in our design 
was the use of forest garden guilds. You're 

probably familiar with guilds―groups of 
people in a profession who enhance each 
others skills and possibilities by sharing 
information and resources. There’s a 
wonderful agricultural design tool called 
Forest garden guilds which are perennial 
polycultures of multipurpose plants that 
partition resources and create networks 
of mutual support. A forest garden guild is 
not a new idea, but an idea whose time 
has come. We can consciously apply the 
principles of plant community function to 
the design of our gardens and farms that 
mimic forest structures and function and 
also grow our food, fuel, fiber, fodder, 
fertilizer, 'farm-a-cuticals-, and fun. On our 
farm we look for ways to stack functions, 
for example the fruits we grow have both 
fresh and value added appeal. I am 
applying the concepts of guilds to share 
resources and create networks of 
support at the local and international 
level -working with other farm women in 
Wisconsin on collaborative marketing of 
alternative fruit crops and internationally 
we’re exploring ideas and resources 
needed for co-creating a grower 
exchange program for Wisconsin Farm 
women and women growers in Latin 
America and Senegal.

continued on next page...

 Flowers on the Vegetable 
Farm?

Flowers continue to paint the farm 
landscape, bringing both beauty and 

balance while serving a variety of 
ecological functions - as pollinator 

attractants, pest managers, and 
companion plants - and providing a 
diversity of culinary and medicinal 

uses. We also continue to experiment 
in learning what the best fit is for 

flowers in our menu of farm offerings. 

Unfortunately,  we can only transport 
so much product in our fuel efficient 
Chevy metro hatchback.  So we can’t 
offer flower shares for our Madison 
customrs. But monthly and seasonal 

flower shares will be available to local 
Reedsburg and La Valle area 

customers. We will continue to offer 
custom bouquets and bulk blooms for 

special events wherever you reside. 
Contact us if you’re interested in 

enjoying the sights, smells, and stories 
of our farm through flowers.
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What’s in store for the 

growing season?
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2012 - Farmers Transforming the Landscape

Photo of flower mandala created by friends and 
family for our wedding celebration. We hope to 
inspire group art with flowers this year during 
Fermentation Fest and other farm events.

Typical 
graceful 
flower 
share 
bouquet



Farmers Transforming the Landscape, continued 
from p.1 
Women farmer’s voice in 
transforming the landscape: The 
predominant wisdom and myth has been 
that the larger a farm operation’s scale 
the more profitable the it will be, based 
on price efficiency within the global 
marketplace. However, what is not stated 
is that over 70% of the world’s food is 
produced on plots of less than 2 acres 
and is done mostly by hand by rural 
women (UN FAO, 2010). While there’s 
no source of national data specifically 
tracking women farmers’ role and impact 
on the food revolution, we all know- and 
are positively affected by - the female 
impact on transforming what’s on our 
plate. Take the Farm to School 
movement. From moms leading change in 
their school cafeterias to the vast 
majority of state contacts on the Farm to 
School webpage 
(www.farmtoschool.org), women are the 
transforming voice behind the 
vegetables. On our farm this season we 
will be teaming up with the MOSES Rural 
Women’s project to highlight women’s 
voices and roles in agriculture 
diversification, by hosting an In Her 
Boots Workshop: Sustainable Agriculture 
for Women by Women, on August 11th. 

We hope you’ll join us and be inspired by 
the innovative ways women are adding 
value to their farm businesses. 
The Next Generation 
Transformation: As a beginning 
farmer, I am realizing that growing a 
perennial farm business is not for the 
faint of heart. Yet this has not deterred 
myself or Rob from planting our dream 
of growing fruit and building community.  
And we are not alone, young people are 
viewing agriculture as a great opportunity 
and are leaving the false sense of security 
in the corporate world behind. This is 
encouraging as 60% of our nation’s 
farmers are over 55. Combined with 
greater support and incentives at the 
national level for young farmers to access 
land, capital, and training resources, 
there’s a reason to be positive regarding 
the future of our nation’s food security. 
What’s encouraging, is that many new 
and beginning farmers are looking for 
alternative and sustainable ways of 
producing food. This is good news for our 
soil, water, air and other community 
resources. There’s a reason why 
community is at the heart of our farm: 
we are working with a diverse ecological 
community - creating networks of mutual 
support from the soil profile to your 
plate. Community to us also means 

enhanced relations with our community of 
eaters and growers. We’re naturally wired 
to collaborate, engage in dialogue, learn, 
share and experience the peaks and valleys, 
and celebrations of what it means to grow 
food in Wisconsin and we are edified and 
enriched by the experiences you have in 
eating what we grow and share. Look for 
ways to engage with your farmers this year, 
both on and off the farm landscape as we 
seek to transform and expand the palette 
for and production of fruits and vegetables 
for our region.  As ever, we and our soil 
thank you for supporting our ongoing 
attempts to refashion a more sustainable 
sane and efficient vision of agriculture. We 
look forward to connecting with you this 
season. - Erin Schneider is an organic farmer 
and co-owner of Hilltop Community Farm, 
where she and her husband, Rob McClure 
specialize in unusual varieties of fruits. Erin 
also works as a facilitator, educator and 
consultant.

Adding Value, Diversity to your Whole Farm Plan
March 19, 9 am - noon at Michael Fields Ag. Institute for details contact mfaiadmin@michaelfieldsaginst.org

Introduction to Forest Garden 
Design

Discover practical information and design tips for transitioning your yard into an edible ecotopia through forest gardening. March 19, 6:30 - 8:30 pm Willy St. Coop - West. 
Contact the Coop at  251-6676 to 

register.

MATC Herb Gardening Classes- join Farmer Erin and learn creative ways for growing, eating and preserving herbs. Erin will be teaching herb gardening through MATC’s continuing education programs. Contact MATC admissions at (608) 246-6100 for course dates/times and 
to register.

Have an idea for an event or topic you would like to learn more about? Please contact us and we’ll consider the topic as a possible workshop or story item in an upcoming newsletter.

Winter Events with your Farm, Farmers

Hilltop Community Farm
W I N T E R  N E W S L E T T E R

Phone: 608-257-6729;  Website: www.hilltopcommunityfarm.org;  or email: e.schneider.hilltopfarm@gmail.com

Thank you 
and welcome 
to our farm!

CSA shares now available for 2012

We will continue to offer our 20 week 
produce share that features over 50 

species of high quality, seasonal vegetables, 
herbs, and fruits. 

We also offer seasonal bulk fruits and farm 
products as well host a handful of workshops 
and farm events. We invite you to contact 

us if you’d like have us grow for you, 
participate in our farm’s educational 

workshops and events, or provide technical 
assistance/consult on your own agroforestry/

fruit production needs.

Photo of a 
typical fall 
CSA share

http://www.farmtoschool.org
http://www.farmtoschool.org
mailto:mfaiadmin@michaelfieldsaginst.org
mailto:mfaiadmin@michaelfieldsaginst.org
mailto:mfaiadmin@michaelfieldsaginst.org
mailto:mfaiadmin@michaelfieldsaginst.org
mailto:mfaiadmin@michaelfieldsaginst.org
mailto:mfaiadmin@michaelfieldsaginst.org
mailto:robmcc666@msn.com
mailto:robmcc666@msn.com

